On Kinship and Contrast in the Lexicon

In his remarks on Colour (1977: 111-46), Ludwig Wittgenstein wrote
“Among the colours: Kinship and Contrast. (And that is logic).” In this
brief talk, I shall start from a kite representation (Seuren & Jaspers
2014) of semantic relations in small functional and semi-lexical lexical
fields to raise the question why it is that such a geometrical kite object
expresses “kinship” as much as “contrast.” While historical antecedents
to the kite introduced the tools needed for notions of opposition
(contradictoriness, contrariness, entailment), we shall focus in
particular on “kinship”. In particular, we will show that in arguably the
most foundational lexical field it results from recursive application of a
single operator. That result suggests a general methodology to
approach further functional lexical fields.
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