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Borer’s Generalisa on (Borer 2014: 11)
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(phonologically) unmarked noun-verb alterna on.
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Borer’s conclusion
There are no zero categorising heads.
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Conversion and acategorial roots: DM

▶ underspecifica on

▶ Subset Principle
▶ the more syntac c environments, the less proper es
▶ quiet can occur everywhere, hence it is an acategorial root, with

zero syntac c proper es
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Conversion and acategorial roots: Nanosyntax

▶ overspecifica on

▶ Superset Principle
▶ the more syntac c environments, the more proper es
▶ quiet can occur everywhere: it has all the relevant syntac c

proper es, i.e. it is specified for all relevant features
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(10) The Superset Principle (Starke 2009)
A lexically stored tree L matches a syntac c node S iff L
contains the syntac c tree dominated by S as a subtree
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This talk

▶ to discuss some predic ons of the NS approach to conversion
for the case of polycategorial suffixes in English and Dutch
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Syncre c -iek

(17)

poli ek ‘poli cs’ ‘poli cal’
an ek ‘an ques’ ‘an que’
katholiek ‘catholic’ ‘catholic’
komiek ‘comedian’ ‘comical’
fysiek ‘physique’ ‘physical’
kri ek ‘cri que’ ‘cri cal’
generiek ‘credits’ ‘generic’
excentriek ‘eccentric’ ‘eccentric’
metriek ‘metrics’ ‘metrical’
periodiek ‘periodical’ ‘periodic’
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Adjec val -iek

(18)
au	then	 ek ‘authen c’ lu	diek ‘playful’
ca	no	niek ‘canonical’ or	ga	niek ‘organic’
cho	le	riek ‘hot-tempered’ rem	brand	 ek ‘rembrandtesque’

di	plo	ma	 ek ‘diploma c’ sa	 	riek ‘sa rical’
ener	giek ‘energe c’ spe	ci	fiek ‘specific’
fa	na	 ek ‘fana cal’ sym	pa	thiek ‘sympathe c’

fleg	ma	 ek ‘phlegma c’ 	ran	niek ‘tyrannical’
kol	de	riek ‘hare-brained’ uniek ‘unique’
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Nominal -iek

(19) akoes	 ek ‘acous cs’ me	tho	diek ‘methodology’
acro	ba	 ek ‘acroba cs’ mo	to	riek ‘motor system’

at	le	 ek ‘athle cs’ pa	niek ‘panic’
di	a	lec	 ek ‘dialec c(s)’ pe	da	go	giek ‘pedagogy’
di	dac	 ek ‘didac cs’ po	le	miek ‘polemic’
dra	ma	 ek ‘drama( cs)’ prag	ma	 ek ‘pragma cs’
dy	na	miek ‘dynamic’ re	to	riek ‘rhetoric’

ero	 ek ‘ero cism’ reu	ma	 ek ‘rheuma sm’
ethiek ‘ethics’ se	man	 ek ‘seman cs’

fo	ne	 ek ‘phone cs’ sym	bo	liek ‘symbolism’
gym	nas	 ek ‘gymnas cs’ sys	te	ma	 ek ‘system(a cs)’

ly	riek ‘poetry’ techniek ‘technique’
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Syncre c -al

(20) chemical commercial intellectual visual
adverbial condi onal manual vocal
collateral decimal millennial universal
aerial dental mineral special
animal diagonal musical terminal
annual dual nasal tradi onal
heterosexual editorial ordinal casual
ideal epidural original instrumental
centennial extraterrestrial palatal cardinal
bilingual final periodical social
capital labial poten al ritual
spiritual ini al interna onal principal
formal normal
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Nominal and adjec val -al

(21) denial
refusal
accrual
acqui al
arrival
arousal
betrayal
withdrawal

(22) logical
agita onal
tonal
dialectal
governmental
vaginal
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More syncre c suffixes I

- - - - , - -

daily agnos c adhesive adolescent contemporary feminist
weekly cosme c fugi ve delinquent primary modernist
monthly narco c demonstra ve innocent documentary expressionist
quarterly an bio c seda ve equivalent subsidiary capitalist

an sep c laxa ve absorbent revolu onary centralist
Catholic contracep ve solvent preliminary colonialist
classic na ve present mercenary Darwinist
polemic constant

militant
i nerant
clairvoyant
deviant
Protestant
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More syncre c suffixes II

- - - / -

Czech Chinese Moroccan Iraqi Finnish
French Portuguese Italian Israeli Turkish
Greek Lebanese Algerian Pakistani Spanish
Slovak Cantonese Tuscan Malagasy Polish
Dutch Congolese Australian Omani Swedish
Welsh Faroese European Danish

Madurese German English
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Interim Conclusion

▶ a sizable class of suffixes, both in English and Dutch, can derive
either adjec ves or nouns

▶ none of these suffixes can derive verbs
▶ there is a lot of lexical idiosyncrasy (i.e. unpredictability) as to

the roots these affixes combine with:

▶ some roots occur in both nouns and adjec ves
▶ some roots occur only in adjec ves
▶ some roots occur only in nouns

▶ these proper es are unexpected if the relevant suffixes were
roots
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Introduc on
Polycategorial suffixes
Polycategorial suffixes in NS
Root-imposed categorial restric ons
Conclusion
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Polycategorial suffixes in NS

(23) Noun

F2 Adjec ve

F1

⇔ /-suff/

▶ a suffix can assign mul ple categories
▶ a suffix need not assign all categories (N, A, V)
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(24) Noun

F2 Adjec ve

F1

⇔ /-iek/
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(25)

F0 Adjec ve

F1

polit ≪ ≫ -iek
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(26)

F0 Noun

F2 Adjec ve

F1

polit ≪ ≫ -iek

⇒ -iek can make nouns and adjec ves
⇒ -iek cannot make verbs
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(27)

linguis que ‘linguis cs’ ‘linguis c’
séman que ‘seman cs’ ‘seman c’
technique ‘technique’ ‘technical’
clinique ‘hospital’ ‘clinical’

gymnas que ‘gymnas cs’ ‘gymnas c’
acous que ‘acous cs ‘acous c’
roman que ‘roman c’
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(28)

politiek ‘poli cs’ politiek ‘poli cal’
akoestiek ‘acous cs’

authentiek ‘authen c’
energiek ‘energe c’
fanatiek ‘fana cal’
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A double challenge

▶ get the right root to combine with the right suffix
▶ get the category right with syncre c suffixes (noun, adjec ve, or

both)
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Pointers (Starke 2014)

(29) VP

shoot DP

the breeze

⇔ /–/, [ ]
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(30) P

bad

⇔ /worse/, [–]
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(31) XP

rootn suffixx

⇔ /–/, [–]
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Closing the door (and opening a loophole)

▶ the suffixes at issue here come from the nonna ve,
improduc ve stratum of Dutch and English morphology
▶ these suffixes are not directly accessible to the spellout

algorithm
▶ they are only indirectly accessible, through pointers

(M. Starke, class lectures, 2019)
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(32)
-iteit -heid
-isme
-ie
-ist -er
-icus
-isch -ig
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A

akoest isch

⇔ /–/, [–] A

F0 A

F1

akoest≪ ≫ -ig
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akoest isch

⇔ /–/, [–] A

F0 A

F1

akoest≪ ≫ -isch
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Conclusion

▶ Conversion can be explained (without recourse to zero
elements) by means of nanosyntac c phrasal spellout, and
Superset Principle logic
▶ Polycategorial suffixes in English and Dutch show a behaviour

that agrees well with the predic ons of the model
▶ Selec on restric ons and root-imposed categorial restric ons

can be accounted for by means of pointers
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