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In this talk | will discuss the atypical behavior of three Spanish adjectives, which | will use to ar-
gue in favour of (i) a syntactic feature equivalent to JOIN (Truswell 2006) that turns predicates
into modifiers, (ii) a view of feature matching which only involves interpretable features, and
(iif) a view of agreement as an epiphenomenon coming from the interaction of interpretable
features and the height of attachment of modifiers.

In Spanish, almost all adjectives match gender and number features with a noun in both
predicative (la) and modifier position, both as pre- (Ib) and post-nominal (|c) modifiers.

(1) a. L-a-s cas-a-s son roj-a-s.

the-f-pl house-f-pl are red-f-pl
‘The houses are red’

b. l-a-s  roj-a-s cas-a-s
the-f-pl red-f-pl house-f-pl
‘the red houses’ (not restrictive)

c. l-a-s  cas-a-s roj-a-s
the-f-pl house-f-pl red-f-pl
‘the red houses’ (restrictive)

There are only three adjectives that differ from this general characterisation, as they do not
exhibit agreementin the (I b) contextin particular gender-number combinations: mal-o ‘bad’,
buen-o ‘good’, and grand-e ‘big’. (2) illustrates the pattern for buen-o: masculine (singular)
agreement marking disappears when it is a prenominal modifier (2b).

(2) a. EL médic-o esbuen-*(o).

the doctor-mis good-m
"The doctor is good’

b. el buen-(*o) médic-o
the good-m doctor-m
"the good doctor’

c. el médic-o buen-*(o)
the doctor-m good-m
"the good doctor’

Using Nanosyntax (Caha et al. 2025), | will argue that the pattern in (2) can be fully ac-
counted for through the shape of the lexical tree associated to these three adjectives. No
post-syntactic operations, or morpho(phono)logical rules are required to account for this
pattern.



