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While two-way agreement alternatives are familiar (This family has/have travelled all night),
multiple agreement alternatives are rare and poorly understood. Focusing on German, Nor-
wegian, and Lithuanian, we see howmetonyms and their interactions may induce such multi-
ple alternatives. In particular, we examine how instrument-for-player metonymy and entity-
for-eventuality metonymy can give rise to multiple agreement alternatives. In Norwegian, in-
struments like bratsj ‘viola’ can take pronouns based on the player’s gender. And Norwegian
‘pancake sentences’, where subjects like pannekaker ‘pancakes’ take neuter singular agree-
ment, illustrate entity-for-eventuality metonymy. These patterns are then analysed using the
Agreement Hierarchy (for the differences between targets) and the Hierarchy of Agreement
Sources (for the ranking of possible agreements, according to their degree of generalized se-
mantic agreement). Lithuanian data confirmour findings, showing similar agreement patterns
in a different morphosyntactic environment. The distribution of these patterns, induced by
the distinct types of metonymy, can be integrated into the typology of agreement alterna-
tives, and without additional machinery. Further, we have testable predictions for further
investigations.
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