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Piece‐based, strictly generative theories of grammarbasedon theY‐model (suchasDistributedMorphol‐
ogy) seem to face problemswith certainmorphophonological phenomena. Particularly salient examples
of such phenomena are those that go under the name “morphome”, and those that seem to involve early
derivational access to properties of surface forms. Both of these have been argued to require reference
to relationships amongstwholewords (i.e. to paradigms), and/or to transderivational comparison of can‐
didate outputs.

This seriesof lectures takesacloser lookat some famous instancesof suchphenomena fromRomance
languages. I will argue in each case that a better analysis is available, one involving no departures from
strict generation, strict modularity, the Y‐model, or the notion of syntactic hierarchical structure all the
way down. Topics covered will include at least the PYTA morphome as it manifests itself in Spanish,
and a putative case of pervasive stress‐conditioned suppletion in Surmiran. We may also get into the L‐
shapedmorphome in Portuguese and Spanish, aswell as related patterns involving velars in Italian and in
Catalan. Recent developments in substance‐free phonologywill play an important role in the discussion.
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