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Xhosa nouns and their modifiers typically bear two noun class (= number, gender) prefixes,
the outer of which is referred to as the augment. Augments can be dropped in certain syn-
tactic environments including scope of negation and c-command by a demonstrative. The
two licensing configurations exhibit an asymmetry: while focused modifiers can generally
appear prenominally in both circumstances, DEM licenses augment-drop from N only if it is
right-adjacent—a constraint which is absent when NEG is the licenser and to which modifier
augment-drop is not subject.

In this talk | present an analysis of the word order restriction and explore the possibility
of featural unity underlying all augment-drop, inspired in part by parallels with the Slavic
genitive of negation and quantification.



