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It has been claimed that Brazilian Portuguese (BP) is not a null subject language, given that it
has undergone loss of Subject-Verb Agreement. However, several studies have shown that
the language still partially allows certain occurrences, especially of 3rd person singular null
subjects, a situation which led some scholars to propose a Partial Null Subject status for
the language. In this paper, I will focus on a recent proposal by Kato et al. (2023), whereby
the authors, based on the relation between the expression of morphological Subject-Verb
Agreement and null subjects in BP (and EP), discuss the conditions for the occurrence of 3rd
person singular null subjects, which are morphologically not specified for Person or Num-
ber. According to the authors, these null subjects are allowed not as null pronouns but
as traces/copies, the result of subject-to-subject movement, as in BP raising constructions
(‘hyper-raising’). Consequently, they are grammatical in complement clauses but ungram-
matical in relative clauses, where such movement out of an island would be banned. How-
ever, 3rd person singular null subjects are indeed allowed in relative clauses in BP, as shown
by ongoing research on different kinds of data. In this talk, I propose an alternative analysis to
account for the variation in the presence/absence of 3rd person singular null subjects, and
I question whether this proposal could also account for the possibility of null 3rd person
singular subjects in main clauses, which Kato et al. (2023), following other scholars, attribute
to the “topic prominence” status of BP.
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