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Introduction
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Universals in Comparative Morphology

Bobaljik (2012)

® There is a structural containment relation between positive
adjectives, comparative adjectives, and deadjectival verbs.

(1) a. [[[ADJ]CMPR]V,]
b. *[[ADJ]V,]
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Universals in Comparative Morphology: ABB

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ VERB

language translation | root AGR | root CMPR | PREF root CMPR  INFL
English bad n
English good er er
German ‘good’ gut er ver er n
(Late) Latin  ‘good’ bon us ior ior

Table 1: ABB pattern in deadjectival verbs, based on Bobaljik (2012: 170)
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Universals in Comparative Morphology: AAA

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ VERB
language translation | root AGR | root CMPR | PREF root CMPR  INFL
English short short er short en
English low low er low er
German ‘beautiful’ | schon schon er ver  schon er
(Late) Latin  ‘certain’ cert us | cert ior cert ior

Table 2: AAA pattern in deadjectival verbs, based on Bobaljik (2012: 175)

6/69 Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs



Introduction
0000@0000

Universals in Comparative Morphology: AAA

® |t is uncommon for such verbs to take overt comparative
morphology.
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® |t is uncommon for such verbs to take overt comparative
morphology.

® Deadjectival verbs are always structurally derived from
comparative degree adjectives, even if covertly in some
languages.
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Universals in Comparative Morphology: AAA

® |t is uncommon for such verbs to take overt comparative
morphology.

® Deadjectival verbs are always structurally derived from
comparative degree adjectives, even if covertly in some
languages.

® Ukrainian verbs productively take overt comparative
morphology (Vyshnevska 2025).

7/69 Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs



Introduction
00000@000

Universals in Comparative Morphology: *ABA

® The Comparative—Change of State Generalization (CAG)
If the comparative degree of an adjective is suppletive, then the
corresponding change-of-state verb is also suppletive (i.e., with
respect to the positive adjective). (Bobaljik 2012: 171)
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Universals in Comparative Morphology: *ABA

® The Comparative—Change of State Generalization (CAG)
If the comparative degree of an adjective is suppletive, then the
corresponding change-of-state verb is also suppletive (i.e., with
respect to the positive adjective). (Bobaljik 2012: 171)

A B B A B A
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ABB and ABA in Ukrainian

dobr-yj
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dobr-yj dobr-yj - dobr-i-ty

® There are more ABA cases in Ukrainian (and in Slavic in general).
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ABB and ABA in Ukrainian

A B B A B A

dobr-yj dobr-yj - dobr-i-ty

® There are more ABA cases in Ukrainian (and in Slavic in general).

® Such cases challenge the CAG generalisation and undermine the
containment relation between comparatives and verbs.
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The proposal

® | will show that while CAG does not hold in Ukrainian, the
structural containment relation does.
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The proposal

® | will show that while CAG does not hold in Ukrainian, the
structural containment relation does.

® | will discuss two types of inchoative patterns in Ukrainian:
Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2, where both are productive, i.e.
typically an adjective derives two inchoative forms.
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The proposal

® | will show that while CAG does not hold in Ukrainian, the
structural containment relation does.

® | will discuss two types of inchoative patterns in Ukrainian:
Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2, where both are productive, i.e.
typically an adjective derives two inchoative forms.

® Focusing on inchoatives, | will claim that both suppletive and
non-suppletive verbs contain the comparative adjective.
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The aims

® To account for the presence of the ABA pattern.
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The aims

® To account for the presence of the ABA pattern.

® To explain the differences between the two inchoative forms.
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The aims

® To account for the presence of the ABA pattern.
® To explain the differences between the two inchoative forms.

® To provide an analysis where the two inchoative forms can
coexist.
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Outline

@ Two types of inchoatives
The morphology
The meaning
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The morphology

Two types of inchoatives

® In my dissertation (Vyshnevska 2025), | showed there are two
types of inchoative verbs in Ukrainian: Inchoative 1 and
Inchoative 2.
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The morphology

Inchoative 1

® |nchoative 1 verbs are derived with overt comparative
morphology and the TV -a.
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The morphology

Inchoative 1

® |nchoative 1 verbs are derived with overt comparative
morphology and the TV -a.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH VERB
translation | root  AGR | root  CMPR AGR | root  CMPR TV INF
‘young’ molod yj | molod s yji | molod S a ty
‘merry’ vesel yj | vesel is yj | vesel is a ty

Table 3: Ukrainian Inchoative 1 verbs
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The morphology

Inchoative 2

® |nchoative 2 verbs are derived from the positive root without
comparative morphology and with the TV -i.
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The morphology

Inchoative 2

® |nchoative 2 verbs are derived from the positive root without
comparative morphology and with the TV -i.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH VERB
translation | root AGR | root CMPR AGR | root TV INF
‘young’ molod yj | molod s yi | molod i ty
‘merry’ vesel yi | vesel is yi | vesel i ty

Table 4: Ukrainian Inchoative 2 verbs
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The morphology

Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2

® Adjectives systematically derive two verbal forms.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH VERB

transl. root AGR | root CMPR AGR | root CMPR TV INF
‘young’ | molod yj | molod yj | molod S a ty
‘young’ | molod vyj | molod yji | molod ity

3
3

Table 5: Ukrainian Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2 verbs
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The morphology

Suppletive adjectives

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ
nr root AGR translation|root CMPR AGR translation
a. mal yi ‘small’ s yj ‘smaller’
b. pohan vyj ‘bad’ S yi ‘worse’
c. xoro$ yj ‘good’ S yi ‘better’
d. dobr yj ‘good’ ¢ yi ‘better’
e. velyk vyj ‘big’ s yj ‘bigger’

Table 6: Ukrainian suppletive adjectives
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The morphology

Inchoative 1

® Suppletive adjectives can derive suppletive-based verbs with
comparative morphology and the TV -a.
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The morphology

Inchoative 1

® Suppletive adjectives can derive suppletive-based verbs with
comparative morphology and the TV -a.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH 1
nr root AGR transl. |[root CMPR AGR transl. [root CMPR TV INF translation
a. mal yi ‘small’ S yj ‘smaller’ $§ a ty ‘togetsmaller’
b. pohan yj ‘bad’ S yj ‘worse’ § a ty ‘togetworse’
c. xoro$ vyj ‘good’ S yj ‘better’ § a ty ‘togetbetter’
d. dobr vyj ‘good’ ¢ vy ‘better’ ¢ a ty ‘togetbetter’
e. velyk vyj ‘big’ S yj ‘bigger’ § a ty ‘togetbigger’

Table 7: Adjectives and Inchoative 1
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The morphology

Inchoative 2

® Suppletive adjectives can derive non-suppletive-based verbs
without comparative morphology and with the TV -i.
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The morphology

Inchoative 2
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® Suppletive adjectives can derive non-suppletive-based verbs
without comparative morphology and with the TV -i.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ

nr root AGR transl.|root CMPR AGR transl. |root TV INF

INCH 2

translation

a. mal yj ‘small’ 3 yi ‘smaller’|mal i
b. pohan yj ‘bad’ S yi ‘worse’ |pohan i
c. xoro$ yj ‘good’ S yj ‘better’ |xoro$ i
d. dobr yj ‘good’ ¢ vyj ‘better’ |dobr i

Table 8: Adjectives and Inchoative 2

Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs
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ty
ty
ty

‘to get smaller’
‘to get worse’
‘to get better’
‘to get better’
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The morphology

Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2

® Suppletive adjectives derive two verbs: one based on the
suppletive adjective, and the other one based on the
non-suppletive one.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH VERB
pattern transl. | root AGR | root CMPR AGR | root CMPR TV INF
ABB ‘bad’ pohan vyj S vi S a ty
ABA ‘bad’ | pohan vj 3 yi | pohan ity

Table 9: Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2 - suppletive
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The morphology

Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2

® Suppletive adjectives derive two verbs: one based on the
suppletive adjective, and the other one based on the
non-suppletive one.

POS ADJ CMPR ADJ INCH VERB
pattern transl. | root AGR | root CMPR AGR | root CMPR TV INF
ABB ‘bad’ pohan vyj S vi S a ty
ABA ‘bad’ | pohan vj 3 yi | pohan ity

Table 9: Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2 - suppletive

® \What is the difference between the two forms?
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@ Two types of inchoatives

The meaning
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Two types of inchoatives
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The meaning

Karpilovska (2016: 2923)

(2) a. Zovtwj (POS)
yellow-AGR
‘vellow’
b. Zovt-i-ty (INCH2)
yellow-TV-INF

‘to become yellow’
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The meaning

Karpilovska (2016: 2923)

(2) a. Zovtwj (POS)
yellow-AGR
‘vellow’
b. Zovt-i-ty (INCH2)
yellow-TV-INF

‘to become yellow’

(3) a. Zovt-is-yj (cmPR)
yellow-CMPR-AGR
‘more yellow’
b. Zovt-is-a-ty (INCH1)
yellow-CMPR-TV-INF
‘to become more yellow’
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The meaning

® A ‘what you see is what you get’ (WYSIWYG) interpretation,
where the presence of comparative morphology indicates the

comparative reading, while its absence indicates the positive
reading.
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives

® |f Inchoative 2 is based on the positive, then the containment
hypothesis is wrong.
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives

® |f Inchoative 2 is based on the positive, then the containment
hypothesis is wrong.

® [fInchoative 2 is based on the comparative, then we get the ABA
pattern.
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives

® |f Inchoative 2 is based on the positive, then the containment
hypothesis is wrong.

® |f Inchoative 2 is based on the comparative, then we get the
ABA pattern.
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The meaning

Abusch (1986)

(4) a. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and is widening.
b. *The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wide.
c. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wider.
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The meaning

Abusch (1986)

(4) a. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and is widening.
b. *The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wide.
c. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wider.

(5) a. Theriver widened, but it’s not wide.
b. *The river has become wide, but it’s not wide.
c. Theriver has become wider, but it’s not wide.
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The meaning

Abusch (1986)

(4) a. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and is widening.
b. *The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wide.
c. The Atlantic Ocean is wide and becoming wider.

(5) a. Theriver widened, but it’s not wide.
b. *The river has become wide, but it’s not wide.
c. Theriver has become wider, but it’s not wide.

® (4c) and (5c) are not contradictory, which suggests that the verb
embeds the comparative, not the positive adjective.
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The meaning of the two inchoatives

® both inchoative forms are available:

(6) a.

Dereva Zovt-i-ly, ale vony ne staly  Zovti.

trees yellow-TV-pST but they not become yellow

‘The trees were turning more yellow, but they did not
become yellow.” (INCH2)

Dereva Zovt-is-a-ly, ale vony ne staly  Zovti.
trees yellow-CMPR-TV-PST but they not become yellow
‘The trees were turning more yellow, but they did not
become yellow.” (INCH1)
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The meaning of the two inchoatives

® The inception of an action:

(7) a.

Sée véora dereva buly zelenia sjohodni pocaly
still yesterday trees were green but today  started
Zovt-i-ty.

yellow-TV-INF

‘Yesterday the trees were green, but today they started
turning yellow.” (INCH2)
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives

® The inception of an action:

(7) a. Sée véora dereva buly zelenia sjohodni pocaly
still yesterday trees were green but today  started
Zovt-i-ty.
yellow-TV-INF
‘Yesterday the trees were green, but today they started
turning yellow.” (INCH2)

b. *S¢e véora dereva buly zelenia sjohodni pocaly
still yesterday trees were green but today  started
Zovt-is-a-ty.
yellow-cMPR-TV-INF (INCH1)
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives
® The completion of an action:

(8) a. poroz-n-i-ty
empty-AUG-TV-INF
‘to become emptier’ (INCH2)
b. s-poroz-n-i-ty
PREF-empty-AUG-TV-INF
‘to become completely empty’ (INCH2)
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives
® The completion of an action:

(8) a. poroz-n-i-ty
empty-AUG-TV-INF
‘to become emptier’ (INCH2)
b. s-poroz-n-i-ty
PREF-empty-AUG-TV-INF
‘to become completely empty’ (INCH2)

(9) a. poroi-n-is-a-ty
empty-AUG-CMPR-TV-INF
‘to become emptier’ (INCH1)
b. *s-poroi-n-is-a-ty
PREF-empty-AUG-CMPR-TV-INF (INCH1)
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives
® The completion of an action:

(10) a. tup-i-ty
dumb-TV-INF
‘to become dumber’ (INCH2)
b. o-tup-i-ty
PREF-dumb-TV-INF
‘to become completely dumb’ (INCH2)
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The meaning
The meaning of the two inchoatives
® The completion of an action:

(10) a. tup-i-ty
dumb-TV-INF
‘to become dumber’ (INCH2)
b. o-tup-i-ty
PREF-dumb-TV-INF
‘to become completely dumb’ (INCH2)

(11) a. tup-is-a-ty
dumb-CMPR-TV-INF
‘to become dumber’ (INCH1)
b. *o-tup-is-a-ty
PREF-dumb-CMPR-TV-INF (INCH1)
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The meaning

The meaning of the two inchoatives

(12) Inchoative 1 (13) Inchoative 2
a. todry a. todryup
b. [BECOME [dry-er]] b. [up [BECOME [dry-er]]]
c. ‘to become dry/drier’ c. ‘to become completely dry’

® Bobaljik (2012) - the difference between to dry and to dry up is
in the Aktionsart, not in the degree structure of the adjective.
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The structure of the comparative

Caha et al. (2019)

(14) ca2p (15) C2pP
A /\
Cc1p C2 c1p C2
bujar éj star %]
‘merry’ ‘old’
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Comparative root sizes

Caha et al. (2019)

(16) C2P (17) c2p
/\
C1P c2
N
c1 §
|
‘ éj

bujar

star
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Pointers

® De Clercq & Vanden Wyngaerd (2017) suppletive comparatives
in Czech, e.g. dobr-y ‘good’ - lep-s-i ‘better’
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Pointers

® De Clercq & Vanden Wyngaerd (2017) suppletive comparatives
in Czech, e.g. dobr-y ‘good’ - lep-s-i ‘better’

ClP < lep ‘good’

AP & dobr ‘good’ /\

A Cc1 dobr
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Pointers

® De Clercq & Vanden Wyngaerd (2017) suppletive comparatives
in Czech, e.g. dobr-y ‘good’ - lep-s-i ‘better’

ClP < lep ‘good’

AP & dobr ‘good’ /\

A Cc1 dobr

® there are two lexical entries: dobr and lep
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® De Clercq & Vanden Wyngaerd (2017) suppletive comparatives
in Czech, e.g. dobr-y ‘good’ - lep-s-i ‘better’

ClP < lep ‘good’

AP & dobr ‘good’ /\

A Cc1 dobr

® there are two lexical entries: dobr and lep

® the lexical entry of lep has a pointer to dobr
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Prerequisites
[e]eleY Yolele}

Pointers

® De Clercq & Vanden Wyngaerd (2017) suppletive comparatives
in Czech, e.g. dobr-y ‘good’ - lep-s-i ‘better’

ClP < lep ‘good’

AP & dobr ‘good’ /\

A Cc1 dobr

® there are two lexical entries: dobr and lep
® the lexical entry of lep has a pointer to dobr

® the presence of the pointer will ensure that /ep will only be
spelled out as the comparative of dobr
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The structure of the adjective

Vanden Wyngaerd et al. (2020)
POINTP

POINT DIRP

RN

DIR DimP
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The structure of the adjective

Vanden Wyngaerd et al. (2020)
POINTP

POINT DIRP

RN

DIR DImMP
®* pDIM - dimension (e.g. size, velocity, height, color)
® DIR - direction (ordering)

® POINT - a point on the scale (it ‘points’ to a contextual standard)
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Verbal decomposition

Ramchand (2008)

Causatives
INITP

INIT PROCP

PN

PROC RESP
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Verbal decomposition

Ramchand (2008)

Causatives Inchoatives
INITP PrOCP

INIT PrROCP PrOC ResP
ProC RESP
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The decomposed structure of inchoatives

INFP

N

INF AsPP

N

Asp PROCP

T

v PROC RESP

CMPR\_ c2 POINTP

N

POINT DIRP
Ob'\_ DIR Dim
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Outline

O Analysis
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The structure of the inchoative verbs

Inchoative 1 Inchoative 2

INFP INFP

N N

INF AspP INF AspP

/\ /\

Asp PrROCP Asp PROCP

N N

PROC c2p PROC RESP

C1 POINTP Cc2 Cc1ip

N N

POINT DIRP C1 POINTP

N N

DIR DimP POINT DIRP

N

DIrR DimP

Vyshnevska (2025)
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Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2

verb Dim DIR POINT Cl1 C2 Res PRrRoC Asp INF
‘to get merrier’ i s ty
‘to get younger’ s ty
‘to get worse’ s ty

Table 10: The structure of Inchoative 1
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LUESS
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Inchoative 1 and Inchoative 2

verb Dim DIR POINT Cl1 C2 Res PRrRoC Asp INF

‘to get merrier’ i s ty

‘to get younger’ s ty

‘to get worse’ s ty
Table 10: The structure of Inchoative 1

verb Dim DIR PoOINT Cl1 C2 REeS PROC INF

‘to get merrier’
‘to get younger’
‘to get worse’

Table 11: The structure of Inchoative 2
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Comparatives
POINTP <  vesel ‘merry’ ClP < molod ‘young’
POINT DIRP C1 POINTP
DIR DIMP POINT DIRP

DIR DimP
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Comparatives
POINTP <  vesel ‘merry’ ClP < molod ‘young’
POINT DIRP C1 POINTP
DIR DIMP POINT DIRP
DIR DIMP
vesel-i-s-yj ‘merrier’ molod-s$-yj ‘younger’

43/69

Cc1ip
POINTP

POINTP

Cc1

POINT  DIRP

POINT  DIRP

DIR  DImP

DimP-

DIrR

vesel
molod
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Inchoative 1

® |nInchoative 1 verbs, C1 and C2 are lexicalised by comparative
morphemes and PROC and AsP are lexicalised by the TV -a.

verb DIM DIR PoINT Cl1 C2 Res PRoC Asp INF
‘to get merrier’ i ty
‘to get younger’ ty

Table 12: The structure of Inchoative 1

wne ne
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Inchoative 1

(18) vesel-i-s-a-ty ‘to get merrier’

AsSPP

POINTP Asp

DIRP

/N

DIR DImMP

POINT

vesel
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Inchoative 1

(19) molod-s-a-ty ‘to get younger’

Cc1p

RN

Cl POINTP

POINT DIRP
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Inchoative 1: suppletion

verb DM DIR POINT Cl1 C2 REs PROC AsP INF

‘to get worse’
‘to get better’
‘to get better’
‘to get smaller’
‘to get bigger’

nme < O < e

Table 13: The structure of Inchoative 1 - suppletion
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Comparatives: suppletion

CIP & hir ‘bad’

N

Cc1 pohan

POINTP < pohan ‘bad’
POINT DIRP

DIR DimP
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Comparatives: suppletion

POINTP &  pohan ‘bad’ /ClP\:: hir “bad’
/\ a

POINT DIRP pohan
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Comparatives: suppletion

POINTP &  pohan ‘bad’ CIP &  hir‘bad’

Py Cl/\A

pohan

POINT DIRP

POINTP

POINT DIRP

DIR  DImMP

hir
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Inchoative 1: suppletion

(20) hir-s-a-ty ‘to get worse’

AspPP

Asp

POINTP

DIRP

POINT

Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs
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Inchoative 2

® |n Inchoative 2 verbs, the TV -i lexicalises the whole structure
from POINT to AsP.

verb DM DIR POINT C1 C2 REs PRoC Asp INF

‘to get merrier’ ty
‘to get younger’ ty

Table 14: The structure of Inchoative 2
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Inchoative 2

(21) IRESP!

POINTP

POINT DIRP

DIR DimP

vesel
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Inchoative 2

(21) IRESP!

POINTP

DIRP

N

DIR DimP

POINT

vesel

Backtracking
When spellout fails, go back to the previous cycle and try the next
option for that cycle. (Vanden Wyngaerd et al. 2020: 21)
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Inchoative 2: lexical entries

(22) POINTP &  vesel
PN Asp  PROCP
POINT DIRP A
PN PROC RESP
DIR DIMP PN
REs C2P
Cc2 C1p
Cl1 PoOINTP
POINT

In Vyshnevska (2025), the lexical of the TV -i is more complex, involving a complex left branch.
In this talk, | am using a simplified lexical entry.
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Inchoative 2

(24)

c2 cC1pP

Cl PoOINTP

POINT
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Inchoative 2

(25) vesel-i-ty ‘to get merrier’

Cl PoOINTP

PoIN
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Inchoative 2: de-suppletion

verb Dim DIR POINT Cl1 C2 Res PRoC Asp INF
‘to get worse’ pohan

‘to get better’ Xoros

‘to get better’ dobr

‘to get smaller’ mal

Table 15: The structure of Inchoative 2 - de-suppletion
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Inchoative 2: de-suppletion

IRESP!

RES

POINTP

POINT DIRP

Backtracking
When spellout fails, go back to the previous cycle and try the next
option for that cycle. (Vanden Wyngaerd et al. 2020: 21)
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Inchoative 2: de-suppletion

(27) AsPP &

(26) CIP < hir ‘bad’ N
N

Asp  PROCP

Cl PoOINTP PN

PROC RESP

/\
POINT DIRP N

/\ REs C2P
DIR DImP N

C1 POINTP

POINT
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Inchoative 2: de-suppletion

(28)

C1

POINTP

POINT
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Inchoative 2: de-suppletion

(29) pohan-i-ty ‘to get worse’
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Lexical entries of the two TVs

(30) AsPP & g PN

PN Asp  PROCP
Asp  PrROCP A
| PROC RESP
PROC PN
REs C2P
AN
Cc2 C1p
C1 POINTP
|
POINT
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Back to WYSIWYG

® |f Inchoative 2 is based on the positive, then the containment
hypothesis is wrong.

® [fInchoative 2 is based on the comparative, then we get the ABA
pattern.
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Back to WYSIWYG

Marelj & Matushansky (2025)

62/69 Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs



LUESS
0000000000000000000000800

Back to WYSIWYG

Marelj & Matushansky (2025)

® the containment hypothesis is wrong, i.e. not all deadjectival
verbs are derived from comparatives
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Marelj & Matushansky (2025)

® the containment hypothesis is wrong, i.e. not all deadjectival
verbs are derived from comparatives

® many ABA cases across Slavic

® comparative reading in Inchoative 2 verbs is due to
imperfectivity; Dowty (1979) imperfective paradox

62/69 Suppletion in Ukrainian deadjectival verbs



LUESS
0000000000000000000000800

Back to WYSIWYG

Marelj & Matushansky (2025)

® the containment hypothesis is wrong, i.e. not all deadjectival
verbs are derived from comparatives

® many ABA cases across Slavic

® comparative reading in Inchoative 2 verbs is due to
imperfectivity; Dowty (1979) imperfective paradox

® |nchoative 1 verbs embed the comparative, Inchoative 2 verbs
embed the positive; no difference in Aktionsart
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Back to WYSIWYG

Inchoative 1 Inchoative 2

INFP INFP

N N

INF AspP INF AspP

RN RN

Asp PrROCP Asp PrROCP

N T

PROC RESP PrROC RESP

N N

RES c2pP RES POINTP

N N

c2 C1pP POINT DIRP

N N

Cc1 POINTP DIR DimP

N

POINT DIRP

DIR DimP
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Back to WYSIWYG

verb DiMm DIR PoINT Cl1 C2 RES PROC AsP INF
‘to get merrier’ i S ty
‘to get younger’ S ty
‘to get worse’ S ty

Table 16: The alternative structure of Inchoative 1
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Back to WYSIWYG

verb Dim DIR POINT C2 Res Proc Asp INF
‘to get merrier’ S ty
‘to get younger’ S ty
‘to get worse’ S ty

Table 16: The alternative structure of Inchoative 1

verb DM DIR POINT RES PROC AsP INF

‘to get merrier’
‘to get younger’
‘to get worse’

Table 17: The (incorrect) alternative structure of Inchoative 2
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Conclusion

® There are two types of inchoative verbs in Ukrainian: Inchoative
1 and Inchoative 2.
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Conclusion

® There are two types of inchoative verbs in Ukrainian: Inchoative
1 and Inchoative 2.

® Inchoative 1 takes overt comparative morphology; Inchoative 2
lacks it. Inchoative 1 has an ABB pattern with suppletive
adjectives, while Inchoative 2 has an ABA pattern.
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® There are two types of inchoative verbs in Ukrainian: Inchoative
1 and Inchoative 2.

® Inchoative 1 takes overt comparative morphology; Inchoative 2
lacks it. Inchoative 1 has an ABB pattern with suppletive
adjectives, while Inchoative 2 has an ABA pattern.

® |nchoative 1 verbs lack the result subevent in their structure.
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1 and Inchoative 2.

® Inchoative 1 takes overt comparative morphology; Inchoative 2
lacks it. Inchoative 1 has an ABB pattern with suppletive
adjectives, while Inchoative 2 has an ABA pattern.

® |nchoative 1 verbs lack the result subevent in their structure.

® The morphological differences between Inchoative 1 and
Inchoative 2 can be explained using the mechanism of
backtracking.
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Conclusion

® There are two types of inchoative verbs in Ukrainian: Inchoative
1 and Inchoative 2.

® Inchoative 1 takes overt comparative morphology; Inchoative 2
lacks it. Inchoative 1 has an ABB pattern with suppletive
adjectives, while Inchoative 2 has an ABA pattern.

® |Inchoative 1 verbs lack the result subevent in their structure.

® The morphological differences between Inchoative 1 and
Inchoative 2 can be explained using the mechanism of
backtracking.

® The surface ABA pattern is derivable without violating the
structural containment relation between comparatives and both
types of inchoatives.
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Lexicalisation algorithm

(32) a. Merge F and spell out
b. If fail, move the closest non-remnant labelled constituent
and spell out
c. Iffail, move the immediately dominating constituent and
spell out (recursive)
d. If fail, go back to the previous cycle and try the next option
for that cycle (backtracking)

Starke (2022), cited from Cortiula (2023: 65)
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Perfective forms

IPFV INCH VERB PFV INCH VERB

translation root CMPR TV INF | PREF root CMPR TV INF
‘to get merrier’ | vesel is a ty | po vesel is a ty
‘to get younger’ | molod S a ty | po molod S a ty
‘to get worse’ hir S a ty | po hir S a ty
Table 18: Inchoative 1 verbs - (im)perfective
IPFV INCH VERB PFV INCH VERB

translation root TV INF | PREF root TV INF

‘to get merrier’ | vesel i ty | po vesel i ty

‘to get younger’ | molod i ty | po molod i ty

‘to get worse’ pohan i ty | po pohan i ty

Table 19: Inchoative 2 verbs - (im)perfective

® deliminative po- ‘a little bit’
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Perfective forms

The perfective form is derived by merging Asp with END, which
introduces an event boundary (Wiland 2025).

(33) a. imperfective verbal form: [ Asp [ VP ]]
b. perfective verbal form: [ End [ Asp [ VP ]]]
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Perfective forms

verb DELLIM END DiM DIR  POINT C2 REsS PRoC Asp INF

‘to get merrier’
‘to get younger’
‘to get worse’

Table 20: The structure of Inchoative 1 - perfective

we e nc

verb DELLM END DiM DIR  POINT PROC AsP INF

‘to get merrier’ po ty
‘to get younger’ po ty
‘to get worse’ po ty

Table 21: The structure of Inchoative 2 - perfective
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Ukrainian modifiers: povnistju ‘completely’

(34) a. *Tsja kimnata povnistju pust-iS-a za tu.
this room  completely empty-CMPR-AGR than that
(cmPR)
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Ukrainian modifiers: povnistju ‘completely’

(34) a. *Tsja kimnata povnistju pust-iS-a za tu.
this room  completely empty-CMPR-AGR than that
(cmPR)

b. Kimnata povnistju pust-a.
room completely empty-AGR

‘The room is completely empty.” (POS)
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Ukrainian modifiers: povnistju ‘completely’
® The completion of an action:
(35) a. *Kimnata povnistju pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)

room completely empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: “The room was emptying completely.
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® The completion of an action:

(35) a. *Kimnata povnistju pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)
room completely empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: “The room was emptying completely.
b. *Kimnata povnistju o-pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)
room completely PREF-empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: ‘The room has emptied completely.
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Ukrainian modifiers: povnistju ‘completely’

® The completion of an action:

(35) a. *Kimnata povnistju pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)

room completely empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: “The room was emptying completely.

b. *Kimnata povnistju o-pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)
room completely PREF-empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: ‘The room has emptied completely.

c. *Kimnata povnistju pust-i-la. (INCH2)
room completely empty-TV-pPST
‘The room was emptying completely.’
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Ukrainian modifiers: povnistju ‘completely’

® The completion of an action:

(35) a. *Kimnata povnistju pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)

room completely empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: “The room was emptying completely.

b. *Kimnata povnistju o-pust-is-a-la. (INCH1)
room completely PREF-empty-CMPR-TV-PST
Int.: ‘The room has emptied completely.

c. *Kimnata povnistju pust-i-la. (INCH2)
room completely empty-TV-pPST
‘The room was emptying completely.’

d. Kimnata povnistju o-pust-i-la. (INCH2)
room completely PREF-empty-TV-PST
‘The room has emptied completely.
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